
 

 
 

Order of Service 
23 February 2020 

 

 
 

what's behind 
that red light 

behind that sign?  



 

WELCOME TO KNOX 
 

Knox Church is a congregation within the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa 
New Zealand.  We aim to create Christian community in which people of all 

ages, sexual orientations, cultural backgrounds and socio-economic situations 
are included as equally valued participants in our congregational life.  We 
cherish our diversity, offering a safe place of belonging to any who wish to 

explore their beliefs in an atmosphere promoting discussion, the development 
of healthy relationships and spiritual growth.  We strive to be open to dialogue 
and shared experiences with people of other faiths.  We enjoy worshipping the 
God made known in Jesus, endeavouring to do so in ways that are relevant to 
our daily lives, respect the integrity of creation, and make a positive difference 

to our wider world. 
 

 
A loop system for hearing aids operates at Knox. 

 

Toilets are available through the door on the lectern side of the sanctuary. 
 

Please don’t leave any items unattended around the church; 
they may cause alarm.  

 
 

We take care to use inclusive language in our services.  References to God in 
traditional prayers and hymns may sometimes be gender-specific.  As we pray 
and sing together, you’re invited to adapt the words we’ve chosen.  When we 

pray the “Lord’s prayer”, feel free to pray in your first language. 
 

 
The Call to Worship: 
 We light a candle in the name of Jesus Christ, the Light of the world. 
 JESUS, TURNING HIS CHEEK TO THE HAND OF THE ENEMY; 
 JESUS, WALKING THE EXTRA MILE; 
 JESUS, DARING US TO DO THE SAME. 
   

 Kia noho a Ihowa ki a koutou.  God be with you. 
 MA IHOWA KOE E MANAAKI.  GOD BLESS YOU. 
 
Hymn: 
Capel         English traditional melody 

 



1. Your words to us are life and health; 
 pour strength into our soul; 
 enable, guide, and teach our hearts 
 to reach their perfect goal! 
 
2. Your words to us are light and truth; 
 from day to day they show 
 their wisdom, passing earthly lore, 
 as in their truth we grow. 
 
3. Your words to us are full of joy, 
 of beauty, peace, and grace;  
 from them we learn your blessed will, 
 through them we see your face. 
 
4. Your words are perfected in one, 
 yourself, the living Word; 
 within our hearts your image print 
 in clearest lines, O God. 
 
 George Currie Martin (1865-1937), alt. 

 
 
Prayer of Approach 
The Word of God found form in Jesus. 
Speaking to the people, 
he brought forth life and health. 
THANKS AND PRAISE TO GOD. 
 
He told his stories 
and captured the imagination. 
He wove his words 
into the weave of our life. 
THANKS AND PRAISE TO GOD. 
 
He brought new life 
to old sayings, 
and called us boldly forth. 
THANKS AND PRAISE TO GOD. 
 
But then he asked us 
to love our enemies. 
TO LOVE OUR ENEMIES? 
 
Silence 



Did he not know how we had been hurt? 
DID HE NOT KNOW THE DAMAGE THEY'D DONE? 
Did he not know how fragile was the world? 
DID HE NOT KNOW HOW HARD IT WOULD BE? 
 
Silence 
 
Acknowledging the scale of the task, 
OUR FEAR OF LOVING 
WHEN IT JUST MIGHT HURT, 
acknowledging that ours is a culture 
within which it makes sense to hate the enemy, 
WE BLOCK OUR EARS 
TO THE CALLING OF CHRIST. 
 
 Lord have mercy. 
 CHRIST HAVE MERCY. 
 Lord have mercy. 
 
 
Assurance and Response 
 . . . In the Spirit of Christ, 
 today God speaks once more, saying: 
 You are forgiven and you are free. 
 THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 
 
Prayer of Supplication: 

God of challenge and choice, 
in Jesus, you called us to transcend vindictive response. 
You called us to subversive love 
and atom-bomb forgiveness. 
GIVE US GRACE, 
THAT WE MIGHT BECOME 
PEOPLE OF SERIOUSLY DISTURBING PEACE 
AND WORLD-DESTABILISING RECONCILIATION. 
We pray this in the name of Jesus, 
using the words he gave us: 

 OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN 
 HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME, 
 YOUR KINGDOM COME, 



 YOUR WILL BE DONE, 
 ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN. 
 GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD. 
 FORGIVE US OUR SINS 
 AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US. 
 SAVE US FROM THE TIME OF TRIAL 
 AND DELIVER US FROM EVIL. 
 FOR THE KINGDOM, THE POWER AND THE GLORY ARE YOURS 
 NOW AND FOR EVER.  AMEN. 

 
The Passing of the Peace 
 Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Ariki ki a koutou. 
 The peace of Christ be with you all. 

 A KI A KOE ANO HOKI; 
 AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
 
We exchange a sign of peace with one another. 
 
 

 
If there are younger ones present 
A Conversation with the Younger Ones 
 

 
The next Sunday School gathering is on Sunday 15 March.  Today, young ones 
are welcome enjoy the toys in the activity area at the rear of the church. 
 
The First Lesson: Deuteronomy 19: 16-21 
    Leviticus 19: 18 

    In this is the Word of God 
    THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 
The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 5: 38-48 

     This is the gospel of Christ. 
     PRAISE TO CHRIST, THE WORD. 
 

  



Hymn: 
Tawa          Jillian Bray (b. 1939) 

 
 

1. Gentle God, when we are driven 
 past the limits of our love, 
 when our hurt would have a weapon 
 and the hawk destroy the dove, 
 at the cost of seeming weak, 
 help us turn the other cheek. 
 

2. Gentle Spirit, when our reason 
 clouds in anger, twists in fear, 
 when we strike instead of stroking, 
 when we bruise and sting and smear, 
 cool our burning, take our pain, 
 bring us to ourselves again. 
 

3. In the mirror of earth’s madness 
 let us see our ravaged face, 
 in the turmoil of all people 
 let compassion find a place, 
 touch our hearts to make amends, 
 see our enemies as friends. 
 

4. Let our strength be in forgiving 
 as forgiven we must be, 
 one to one in costly loving, 
 finding trust and growing free, 
 gentle God, be our release, 
 Gentle Spirit, teach us peace. 
 

 Shirley Murray (1931-2020) 
 
 
Sermon:    "Jesus, this is really hard to do" - Rev. David Brown 

  Generally, sermons are posted on our website shortly after 
the service at: http://www.knoxchurch.co.nz/sermons.html 

 Hard copies of the sermons are available before and after the 
service – ask the person at the door. 



Music for Reflection: O, for the wings of a dove 
     Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
 
Hymn: 
Sursum Corda     Alfred Morton Smith (1879-1971) 

 
1. O Christ who by a cross made peace your sign, 
 you give your peace in water, bread and wine: 
 O Spirit Christ who is our spirit’s home, 
 teach us the secret of the true shalom. 
 
2. We speak of peace when in our hearts we war 
 and, unforgiving, keep our grudges sore, 
 we promise peace while yet we strive to win, 
 and in our enemy see not our kin. 
 
3. Two deaths now face the starving and the fed - 
 the blinding bomb, the simple lack of bread; 
 with riches of the earth at our command, 
 from weaponry to welcome, turn our hand. 
 
4. The selfishness which is our human curse, 
 the arsenal of hatred which we nurse - 
 all are dispelled when in our hearts we say, 
 “There is no way to peace: peace is the way.” 
 
 Shirley Murray (1931-2020) 

 
 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves 
To the minister’s words “How are we to love the enemy?”, 
you are invited to respond, “SHOW US THE WAY, O GOD”. 

 



The Offering and Dedication 

We stand for the dedication of the Offering 
 
Small offerings of food, 
THAT THE WORLD MIGHT BE FED. 

Small amounts of money, 
THAT WEALTH MIGHT BE SHARED. 

Offered also, 
our nascent capacities to love and forgive, 
THAT ENMITY MIGHT FALL TO UNITY, 

and all God's children be one. 
AMEN. 
 
 
Notices 
 
 
Hymn: 
Hanover      probably William Croft (1678-1727) 

 
1. The kingdom of God is justice and joy; 
 for Jesus restores what sin would destroy. 
 God’s power and glory in Jesus we know; 
 and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow. 
 
2. The kingdom of God is mercy and grace; 
 the captives are freed, all people find place, 
 the outcast is welcomed, God’s banquet to share; 
 and hope is awakened in place of despair. 
 
3. The kingdom of God is challenge and choice: 
 believe the good news, repent and rejoice! 
 His love for his people, brought Christ to his cross: 
 our crisis of judgment for gain or for loss. 



4. God’s kingdom is come, the gift and the goal; 
 in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole. 
 The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call; 
 and all things cry “Glory!” to God all in all. 
 
 Bryn Austin Rees (1911-1983) 

 
 
Benediction and Sung Amen 
 
Postlude: Loud Voluntary No. 4 
   Léon Boëllmann (1862-1897) 
 

Tea and coffee are served in the Knox Centre Lounge following the service 
 

Music printed in this order of service is covered 
under a music copyright licence agreement:  LicenSing #604802 

 
 

 
 

Rev David Brown, 
 

 

 

a Presbyterian minister from Noe Valley parish, 
San Francisco, is taking some study leave in 
Aotearoa New Zealand, to look at some of the 
things being done in progressive congregations 
here, including here at Knox. He hopes to be 
able to hear something of our story and of 
the values that have driven our mission 
discernment – so we’ll gather in the 
children’s area after morning tea today.  
David is running a seminar for us this coming 
Thursday evening (27 February, 5:30pm – 
7:00pm), where he will talk about how the 
Presbyterian Church USA came to an inclusive 
stance on same sex marriage and rainbow 
leadership.  
 

 
 

 
 

 



NOTICES 
 
This Week:  23 February – 29 February 2020 
Sunday  10.00am Morning Worship 
Wednesday  10.00am  Bible Study 
 
Next Week:  1 March – 7 March 2020 
Sunday  10.00am Morning Worship 
Wednesday  10.00am  Bible Study 
 
Sunday 23 February – Canterbury Interfaith Society have extended an invitation 
from the Aldersgate Centre for a “Behind the Scenes Tour”, 1- 4pm, a week before 
the Opening Celebration weekend.  Drop in anytime between 1-4pm for a chance 
to look over this amazing facility at 309 Durham Street North. Gold coin donation.  

Saturday 29 February – Visit Brian and Helen Cokers Garden at West Melton.  
This will be an opportunity to see the development since our last visit when the 
garden was very new.  Afternoon Tea will be provided and there will be a charge 
of $10 per person which will be donated to the Charity Hospital.  It is intended that 
we car-pool, leaving Knox car park at 2pm.  All are welcome. Forms to fill in are 
at each door. Numbers by Sunday 23 February.  

Saturday 29 February – Sunday 1 March – Opening Celebration Weekend of 
the Aldersgate Centre (Durham Street Methodist). There are several functions 
which you may attend.  

• Opening Celebration – Saturday 29th February at 2.30pm 
• Celebration Dinner – Saturday 29th February at 7pm 
• Sunday Celebration – Sunday 1 March at 10am 
• Festival of Music – Sunday 1 March at 2.30pm 

Further details can be found on our noticeboards. To register, please contact 
opening@aldersgate.org.nz  
 
Choose Kindness Public Talk – Saturday 7 March 7.30 – 9pm at Knox Church. 
Join internationally renowned teacher and Buddhist monk, Gen Kelsang Dornying 
for a life- changing public talk on kindness.  This talk is going to be a great 
introduction for those who are new to Buddhist teachings and will give you the 
tools and insights you need to choose kindness every day.  Everybody is 
welcome.  $18, unwaged $12 or $20 cash at the door.  You can book online or 
contact the Centre to book your place.  Or simply buy your ticket at the door – 
cash only, no eftpos. Includes refreshments. For more information go to:  
www.meditateinchristchurch.org 



LENTEN PROGRAMME, 2020 - Five Sunday evenings in March this year, to 
explore a Christ-centred spirituality that is friendly to our endangered planet. The 
sessions, conducted by Len Pierce, will be based on the Canticle of St Francis of 
Assisi, and will be held in the activity corner in the church, 5:00pm - 7:00pm, 
March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29.  It is understood that folk may be unable to attend all of 
the sessions.  People are welcome to come as suits 
 
Sunday 8 March 4pm in the lounge.  As part of the Lenten Studies, the film 
Brother Sun, Sister Moon (1972) will be shown.  Directed by the famous Franco 
Zeffirelli, the film examines the life of St. Francis of Assisi, including the effect on 
his family, town, society and church of the decision to give up his previous life of 
riches and follow the rule of poverty, chastity and obedience to God.   
 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER – Friday 6 March, 10am at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, 
373 Manchester Street.  A service prepared by World Day of Prayer Committee, 
Zimbabwe.  
 
KNOX LIFE - The next issue of Knox Life is planned for March.  Contributions are 
invited to be submitted by Monday 2 March.  Please send them to Jane in the 
Knox office.  All contributions welcome. 
 

Knox church values the support of all who are involved in our 
community’s life. Knox Church is a charity. All charitable donations are 

eligible for a tax rebate of 33%. Bank account 03 1705 0029641 00. Put your 
name in the reference field and email your contact details to the office or 

donations secretary. For further information or options contact: 
office@knoxchurch.co.nz Ph 3792456 or Janet Wilson, Donations 

Secretary janmwil507@gmail.com Ph 338 7203. 
 

 

Racial matters, enemies, surprises 
and the healing of the world: 

 

On Radio National, Jesse Mulligan interviewed Bryan Stevenson on his memoir 
"Just mercy", about the American justice system and the place within it of "Death 

Row".  Within the interview, there is a simple story about a woman meeting 
someone she feared might be her "enemy".  The writer of this notice (MJ) 

generally does not admire the work of Jesse Mulligan". , , 
but confesses that this is a worthwhile interview. 

 

If you're short of time, start listening at 14:23. 
 

https://www.rnz.co.nz/audio/player?audio_id=2018734681 
 

 
  



 

 

The Bible reading for next week will be: 
 

• Matthew 4: 1-11 

 
 

Knox Directory 
 

28 Bealey Ave, Christchurch 8013 
Secretary: Jane Ellis, 
ph. (03) 379 2456, 

office@knoxchurch.co.nz 
Office hours: Mon-Fri 9.00am-noon 

 
 

Visit our website 
www.knoxchurch.co.nz 

 

 
website 

 

Minister: Rev. Dr Matthew Jack 
minister@knoxchurch.co.nz 

for emergencies, (03) 3570 111 
 

Church Council Clerk: Janet Wilson, 
ph. (03) 338 7203 

 

Director of Music: Daniel Cooper, 
organist@knoxchurch.co.nz 

 

Pastoral Assistant: Jan Harland 
ph. 0273560215 

  
facebook 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Keeping in Touch 
 

Please help us get acquainted with you by filling in this form 
and putting it in the offering bag. 

 
Name: 
 
Contact details 
 
 
 
 

 


